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UM STUDENTS FROM WYOMING TAKE ACADEMICS TO WORKPLACE
MISSOULA, Mont. -
Two University of Montana students from Wyoming put their academics to use spring 
semester in internships through UM’s Center for Work-Based Learning.
Brandi Noecker of Gillette, a senior in forestry, was a geographic information systems 
assistant at Benchmark GIS in Missoula. Her tasks included creating, managing and maintaining 
various aspects of GIS projects, one of which was the enhanced 9-1-1 program. She also learned 
to build and manipulate shape files. Noecker graduated from Campbell County High School in 
1996. Her parents are Jim and Bobbi Jo Noecker.
Nathan Guerttman of Casper, a senior in communication studies, interned at UM’s 
Office of International Programs, acting as an information contact for UM’s sister universities 
overseas and compiling a database of information for students interested in studying abroad. He 
also helped students solve problems that arose in arranging exchanges. Guerttman is a 1996 
graduate of Kelly Walsh High School. His parents are Dan and Diane Guerttman.
Work-Based Learning’s internship program helps students integrate their academic 
education with job experience by developing work opportunities and coordinating placement 
activities with employers and faculty advisers. The program serves about 1,800 students a year, 
placing 400 to 500 of them as interns throughout Montana and the nation in more than 35 fields 
of employment. For information, visit the Web site at http://www.umt.edu/coop_intem/wbl/.
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